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OCT 2011 

WELCOME
On behalf of the Baswich Community Group, welcome to this newsletter, which we hope to produce twice each year. If you have any articles you wish to be included please email: mail@bcgstafford.org.uk
ANNUAL PUBLIC MEETING
Our Annual Public Meeting will take place this year at Leasowes School, Porlock Avenue on Thursday 13th October, commencing at 7pm. 
If you care about your local community, please come along to discuss the issues that concern you. 
We will have a small number of speakers who will provide updates on issues affecting the area including new residential developments, traffic and crime.
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Your MP, County and Borough Councillors will also be present, this is your opportunity to raise any concerns or issues you may have about your local community.

LOCAL DEVELOPMENT
Stafford Borough Council is consulting on future development plans (including the Eastern Bypass and housing development) – you have an opportunity to influence what happens in your local community over the next 20 years. The draft plan is available on the Borough Council website, but if you have any views you would like to submit, Baswich Community Group will respond on behalf of the community. Please either attend the Annual Public Meeting, or email your views to: mail@bcgstafford.org.uk 

NOTICEBOARD
We now have a Notice board on Bodmin Avenue. Please check for up to date news in your local area.
BODMIN AVENUE SEATING

At last year’s Annual Public Meeting, the Community voted overwhelmingly in favour of re-instating seating near the Bodmin Avenue shops. The Community Group, supported by local councillors, has worked hard to make this happen and seating should be installed in November.
OPEN HOUSE

Launched earlier this year, Open House takes place every Tuesday afternoon from 13th September at Berkswich Community Hall on Baswich Lane at 12.15pm, you have the opportunity meet, chat and socialise with other local residents. 
To find out more, please contact Cllr Ann Edgeller on 01785 664501.
SPEEDWATCH
[image: image3.wmf]Concerned about the volume and speed of traffic in our area? Are you happy that traffic travels at up to 56mph on residential roads in your area? Let your Speedwatch team know. 
You will have noticed the Speed Indication Devices on Baswich Lane that record speeds. In addition, your local Speedwatch group are also able to monitor speeds in the local area, but would benefit from more volunteers! Can you spare an hour a month to monitor the traffic speed in your area? If so, please contact us on mail@bcgstafford.org.uk 
Through the work of existing volunteers and the support of County Councilllor John Francis we have managed to raise the profile of this issue with the Safer Roads Partnership, hence the Speed Indication Devices. We need your support to continue to keep this issue a high priority.
HISTORY@BASWICH
During the week of September 5th to 10th there were echoes of the past in Baswich Library and in Holy Trinity Church.  Displays of photographs and information, a book sale, coffee and chat were all part of the activities for the week, which were very well received by members of the public. The winners of the Primary School Competition were Emily and Harry Lunt from Leasowes Primary School, who submitted drawings showing what they like best about the Baswich area.  Well done to Emily and Harry, and thank you to everyone who took part!

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH
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Neighbourhood Watch is seeking new members for this area. The co-ordinator receives details of incidents or events that have occurred in the area and circulates those details to approximately 12 houses. Co-ordinators meet four times per year. If you are interested, or would like further information, please contact Ash Connor at Stafford Police Station on 01785 234129.
USEFUL NUMBERS

Staffordshire Police



0300 123 4455

Staffordshire Fire & Rescue

01785 898102*

(*free home safety check)

Baswich Community Group

Question your local MP, Staffordshire Police, County & Borough Councillors

Do you have any concerns or questions about?

· Speeding traffic and road safety
· Facilities for younger people
· Litter and general maintenance of the area
· Anti-social behaviour and criminal damage
· Proposed housing developments
or, any other issues you would like to raise?
.....if so, please come and have your say

Annual Public Meeting
THURSDAY 13TH OCTOBER 2011  

7.00PM

LEASOWES PRIMARY SCHOOL, BASWICH

Web site:  www.bcgstafford.org.uk
 E-Mail:     mail@bcgstafford.org.uk
We aim to benefit and represent the whole community by improving the environment and facilities in the Baswich area

To do this, we need your ideas and support

In attendance will be Mr Jeremy Lefroy, MP for Stafford, with representatives of the Police, County Council and Borough Council
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